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en by . are in the Barth, the In- 
* habitants of the world will learn righteous» 
* meſs.” 


"Mie a; 


Pon the firſt Verſe of this chapter; it is ob» 
ious that the paſſage of holy ſeripture, juſt n.]. 
ead, conſtitutes part of a ſacred Hymn compoſed 
dy the prophet Iſaiah, in commemoration of ſome 
gnal deliverance accompliſhed for his native 
Ountry. But, as the particular occaſion. of its 
compoſition is not mentioned by the Author, & the 
paſſage , which is to form the ſubject of my dis- 
urſe, is inſerted as a general obſervation , equally 
rue in all circumſtances of diſtreſs & afflition, what- 
wer meaning we affix to it, I ſhall not waſte your 
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time. with a particular recital of the various con 


jectures of interpreters ; concerning the Event t 
which the compoſition itſelf immediately relates. Ti 


| E less diſpoſed that nothing can be mn 


opinions in this inſtance.” * 


termine the extent of the prophet”s aſſertion 3 chirdl 


own particular improvement. 
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le & extravagant than the greateſt part of the 101 


Confining myſelf, therefore, to to the ſubject of offe 
ed to our tion; by the words of my Text 
which I er as particularly applicable to th 
object of this Day's ſolemnity , I ſhall endeavour 
in the firſt place, to explain the terms judgme 
& righteouſneſs here employed; ſecondly, to 


to unfold the foundation on which it is built; & 
laſtly, ſhall apply the whole of the bet to ot 


O God of merey!, o father of light!. entights : 
my mind with the rays of divine truth, enable n 
to convey its conviction & impreſſion to the mind 
of my hearers, & grant that both they, & myſe 


* 
may receive that inſtruction which maketh "wi : 
wnto' ſalvation," & the direction of that 'wisdoulll 
which is full of mercy & good fraits ! without pa t 

viality, & without bypoeriſy'l | n 

I. It is not my intention to enetoach on your p 5 
Hamer by a tedious detail of all the different Tn t 
es in which the words Judgment & 'righteouſneſl 6 
are uſed in the ſacred writings. It will be full 5 
dient: co notice thoſe only which may immediateſſi d 
ſerve to illuſtrate' the meaning of my Text. Wia n 
regard to the Fudgments of God, there are oni 

* 
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(3 * 5 
, ipply'4o his paitage; The Erst igll 
old — ' whicfi. God, as judge of the 
"rid, inflicts on the wicked ; the ſecond; ttiofs 
flamities & afflictions which God; the creator & 
zovetnour of the world, permits, fot wiſe ends, 
to fall on all men pfomiſcuouſly , Whatever be theit 
mor: character. In the first ſenſe will find the 
term employed in the thirty fourth Chapter of Iſaiah 
at the fifth Verſe. For my ſword ſhall be bathed in 
* behold is ſhallcome down upon Idumea , & upon 

* of my curſe to joDGMENT; & igain in Eze- * 
xiel fourteenth Chapter & twenty firſt Verſe; 7hns/aith 
the Lora God, bow much more when I ſend my fout 
ore JUDGMENTS #þon Feruſalum, the ſword', & tht 
amine, & the noiſoms beaſt , & the peſtilence , id 
of from it man & beaſt, The ſecond ſenſe appears 
at the ninth Verſe, of the twetitieth Chaptet of the 
econd Book of Chtonicles. V, when evil cometh upon 
us , as the ſword; fFUDGMENT, o# peftilence, of famine , | 
we fand before this houſe, & in ty preſence (for 
thy name is in this houſe) & cry wnto thee in ouf 
aflion , then thin wilt hear & help. Neither of 
mitive ſignification of this phraſe. For, judgment 


properly denotes the decree of a judge, whether 


to acquit the innocent or to condenin the guilty, 
& is equally applicable to eicher. But; when 


= fudgnent is expreſſive of puniſhment, it is not the 


decree itſelf, but the execution of it, that is tinder- | 


TW ſtood. When it fignifies calamity , the otly idea 


it conveys to! the mind, is that of ſuffeting & dis- 
treſs without reference to any judicial proceeding 
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to the original meaning, both theſe ſenſes of the 
phraſe. The infliction of puniſhment on the, guils 
ty generally makes a greater impreſſion on man- 


kind than the the vindication of innocence; &, hence, 


thoſe judicial acts, which. decree the former, 


were naturally termed judgments by way of dis. 
tinction. As the Deity, moreover , executes his 


own decrees, & generally makes them known to 
us by the execution of them, the difference between 
the decree, & the execution of it, was not obſer» 
ved, & the term judgment, which is, in ſtrict pros 
priety of ſpeech, applicable to the former only, 
was particularly applied to the latter. After the 
term judgment was thus generally uſed to ſignify 
puniſhment ,.. the ignorance or the malevolence of 
mankind transferred it to every ſpecies of ſuffering 
& diftreſs, which is ultimately referable to the de- 


terminations of divine providence, even when no 


criminality can be imputed to the ſufferers. 
Be this as it may, I ſee no other ſenſe, beſides 
thoſe above mentioned, in which the term judgment 
can be admitted in the Text. For, if, by it, we 
underſtand thoſe calamities which befel the Land of 
Judah, deſcribed by the prophet, at the ſeventeenth 
Verſe of this chapter by a very ſtrong ſimilitude, 
we muſt conclude he uſes it as expreſſive only of 
diſtreſs & affliction in general; ſince the inhabitants af 
that country are, in the ſecond & third Verſes, deſcri- 


bed as a virtuous nation, whoſe minds were ftayed 
| upon the Lord, S truſted in Bim, &, therefore, 


not the object of puniſhment. If, on the other 
hand, 


2 | 


(5+); 
kind, we underſtand, by jugdments ythoſe diſaſters: 


eleventh Verſe;.it is, then, obvious that the wrd is 
to be interpreted in the ſenſe of puniſhment. But, 
as the diſtreſs: of the lews, & the deſtruction of 
their enemies are ſo particularly mentioned by the 
prophet both before, & after, my Text, I ſee no 


criminal conduct; but am di to believe he 
confidered both as proper means of inſtructing 1 man- 
kind in Righteouſneſs. 

Righteouſneſs is very frequently confined, inferip- 
ture, to one particular virtue; as, for example, at the 

ſeventeenth Verſe of the twenty eighth Chapter of our 
prophet, &, again, at the third Verſe of the fifty ſecond 
Pſalm; in the firſt of which paſſages, it evidently de- 
notes Juſtice, & in the ſecond, Truth, It is, howe= 
ver, uſed more generally to ſignify every thing that is 
right & good, every thing that reaſon dictates, that 
God commands, that conſcience approves, that the 
univerſal happineſs of mankind requires, & the 
true intereſt of every individual makes it neceſſary 
for him to purſue, This might eaſily be eſtabliſhed 
by à variety of quotations which it is needless at 
preſent to ſpecify, That the term is to be under- 
eri - ſtood, in this extenſive ſenſe in my text, is evident 
from the words which are immediately ſubjoined. 
For, after the prophet had ſaid let favour be ſhews 
252g the wicked, et, will he not learn righteous- 


inflited on the enemies of the Tews, on account of 
the envy they bore that people, & of their being 
rebels againſt God, as they are characteriſed at the 


reaſon for reſtricting the phraſe either to afſſiction 
im general, or to affliction. as the conſequence of 


AZ ' neſs, 


. * . * 


66 


poſi; he adde, in be Land of uprightoe/+/be wil 
deal avi ve: & will not bepald the majeſty of the 
Lord; when thy band is lifted up, they will not ſee; 
but they ſhell foe, & bs aſhamed their enn 4 


elt is, ip the Text, oppoſe: * 
to impiety, & to envy; for which 2 
which the peritns hore ſhoan. of, we boys arts. 
ly addifted, For, it cannot be alledged that puniſhs 
ments & calamities have any greater jnfluence tq 
correct men of theſe, than of any other, vices, ur to 
jaduce them to piactiſe the contrary weg more 
than any other. nth 
I gonclude, therefore, that rann in our 
text js to be underſtood in its utmoſt latitude 3 &, 
from all I have obſerved in illuſtration of the terms 
in which it is expreſt — when thy Judgments "arg 
in the Earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn 
pightecuſneſs , its meaning is ſimply this. When, 
y by the diſpenſations of thy providence, mou pus 
„ Niſheſt mankind for their crimes , or, by the 
2» conſtitution & order of things eſtabliſhed in the 
„ univerſe, thou afflicteſt them with calamities & 
„ diſaſters, without any regard to their previous 
„ condut, they will thence learn to abſtain from 
u fin, & to be careful & di in the fee 
every branch of Duty.“ * 12 
But, can it, wich any propriety , be uNerted; 
wy Brethren , that puniſhments & ſufferings, whe» 
ther endured, or obſerved, are the only, or. the 


neceſſary: & infallible, aan 


4 25 


religion & virtues. Id that, without theſe ſrverities, 


even ihe beſt will be corrupted., & the worſt will 


be corrected by them? Noz this eannot be main, 7 


ined 3 the propoſition is not ſo extenſive. , but 


muſt be underſtood with ſeveral limitations & res · 


trictions. Let us, therefore , determine, io the ſe- 
cond place, its juſt & proper extent. 

11, Though poſitive puniſhments bad never bo 
threatened, or inflicted to deter men from vice, the 
wiſe & good would ill have found, in the intrin- 


ſic excellence of the divine laws, & in their im» 


mediate & efficacious tendency to maintain the. har» 
mony , & to promote the happineſs , of the world, 
a ſufficient motive to obey & praiſe them, as far 
as human nature would 2.4.0 A motive this ſui- 
ted to the dignity, conformable to the eſſence of 


the moral nature, & furniſhing the only founda- ' 


tion of virtuous conduct. For, it is plain that, in 
complying with any command merely from the ter- 
ror of puniſhment, or from the hope of reward, 
without any approbation of thecommand itfelf, there 
can be no merit. When God is conſidered only 
as exerciſing his omnipotence in the enaction & en- 
forcement of laws, without any regard to his infi- 
nite wiſdom & over flowing goodneſs which are their 
primitive ſources, we degrade his character & con- 
duct, we ſtrip him of the moſt amiable & adorable 
of his perfections, & we obey him on the ſame 
principle which would dictate obedience. to the 
moſt malignant Being, if we believed him poſſeſſed 
of the ſame power. 


fa ailinc ton ſhould fill be made between God's | 


1} A4 com 


- of an inheritance incorruptible undefiled & 


IK; 8 J CLE 
case, & kis rexltics fie commniting f o üs 
ful ſenſe of the divine goodneſs will always be found 
 @ more worthy motive to obedience, than à dread 
of. punifhment. | 'To ſtudy & to cultivate virtue 
becauſe it is agreeable to our belt friend, &kindeſt 
benefactor — to him, who raiſed men from no 
| thing to the dignity of reaſonable (creatures, reſto- 

red them, from the abyſs of deſpait, to the hopes 


ſe 

deth not away, — to him, who ſupplies 
wants, ſupports their weakneſſes , relieves theip 
diftreffes, bears with their repeated provocations, 
& even condeſcends not only to offer, but even ta 
intreat ek, rere, 
depend for evezy thing they enjoy » deſire, or ex. 
pet —— this is an argument which muſt Have 
an irreſiſtible force on every ingenuous mind, 
Thefe are cords of love which will draw every ge- 
nerous heart, to careful obedience to the come 
G & to qevout acquieſcence in the will, ol 
It muſt , however, be acknowledged that, what. 
ever be the force of ſuch motives with the faithful 
diſciple of Jefug Chriſt, the man truly religious, 
there are other perſons {0 indifferent to every no- 
bler principle, to every grateful & tender ſent 
ment, that, as the prophet obſerves in the Verſe 
following the text, if favour be ſhewn yo them, the 
will nov earn righteousneſy , even in 4 land of wp- 
rigineſs, &, conſequently , under the influence of 
good example, they will deal x unjuſtly, & will not 
bobol@ the majefy of the Lord, On 


e. | <9) 


1 infallible effect in bringing them to a ſenſe of 


arth, aſſuredly inſtruct them in the ways of right 
ousneſs? No; my Brethren, the prophet Jere- 


not be grieve, though they be conſumed,” they 
will not receive correfion , they make ' their faces 
harder than @ rock; theyrefuſe to return. Nay, ſo 
ar are ſome from repenting under the Judgments of 
0d, that, like Ahaz Ring of Judah, in the time 


Lord. | 
But , why ſearch the records of antiquity , 
y range through diſtant countries, why call up 


f the moſt incorrigible obſtinacy in the midſt of the 
preateſt diſtreſs! Do not our own times, & our 
wn experience abound with ſuch melancholy in- 
ſtances ? How many do we ſee who, if the hand of 
God lies heavy upon them, learn nothing , under 


peeviſhneſs, but diſtraction, rage, forgetfulneſs of 
former benefits, & envy at the proſperity of others! 


be convinced that their misfortunes are the natural 
puniſhments of their vices , endegvour , not to 
abandon, but to conceal , them, or, if reſtrained , 


by their circumſtances, from the commiſſion of old 


9 Jeremiah v. 3, | 


'On ſuch perſons, then, on thoſe of ſuch an obs 
lurate temper will ſeveritſes & chaſtiſements have 


Juty ? will God's judgments , ſent abroad in tho 


T jah declares that, though they be ſtricken , they | 


V their difireſs , they mw ger the mare v again the 


he Ghoſts of the dead in order to find examples 


it, but complaint & murmuring , but diſcontent & & 


How many do we ſee who, though they cannot but : 


in, 


* 
— — 


* 
. * 
. . 
- 
k - 
— — — — — 
— — — — — — 


* 
7 
- - —[— . —— oo. oo we 


, = N 
- 
— 2 K ˙ as „ A. A 7% 6 Th A "4 * * 


_—— 


* 9 
. rang ns 


* 
* 
Z———U—— 2 — 


— — 4 
4"; 


Ca) 
Dns, change; not their vicious inclinations, but the 
courſe of their vicious purſuits, & encourage every 
temptation to iniquity which their nem condition 
of life places. before them !- How many more may 
we obſerve. who, if their own perſons , their own 
forqmes,, or their own families are ſafe & untouch- 
ed, are either quite indifferent to the greateſt es 
lamities of their neighbours, or of their country; 
or, if they pay, to them, any attention, jt is merely 
to canfider them as proper topics. of converſation, 
or ſubjects of ſpeculative &[curious enquiry, Some 
<onidar ek ĩ˙ 1 9. an Paneer 
the ſyſtem of politics, the courſe of trade, their 
own advancement, or that of their party. Others, 
ſtill more. reprehenſible, turn them to means of flat 
tering their pride by the humiliation of others, of 
gratifying their malice by the view of their diſtreſs, 
& of excuſing their uncharitableneſs by adding in- 
famy to misfortune. By public calamities, which 
hurt not themſelves in ſome ſenſible manner, few, 
indeed, are affected. To feel for the public it is ne- 
ceſſary to have public ſpirit. To feel for the mis- 
fortunes of others merely from principles of humas 
nity , it is neceſſary to have a feeling & benevolent 
heart. To turn, general calamities to religious & 
moral improvement, it is neceſſary to be influenced 
by a ſtrong ſenſe of piety & duty. On thoſe, who 
are of a contrary character, public diſaſters will 
have little effect in bringing them to ſober reflection, 
& 10 reformation of life. There are many, as 
| * (ready obſerved, who contipue fu their Bay 


4 w * 


a A 


cn) 
oven in the midſt of thoſe, aMifions; high ue 
meir natural & neceſſary conſequences. 


It appears, then, that, as on the one n 
eouſneſ; may be learnt without the intervention of 


ſalutaty leſſon. The utmoſt; latitude , there · 
fore that is to be allowed to thÞ aſſertion af the 


their own nature, very proper means of teaching 
them to the practice of virtue, when more mild & 
delicate conſiderations. would probably be of little. 
or no, avail. But, on what foundation, is this ef. 
feet to be expected from the divine judgments? 
What reaſons are to be aſfigned for this affirmation? 
This ann tag tutu dons 
trate. 

Ul. Were Ss Neto ouiiderall che evils 
& calamities of life as fo many dire& puniſhments 
of Sin & Vice, nothing could be more obvious than 
the tendency of the former to correct & reform the 
latter , than the influence of God's judgments to in- 
ſtru& the world in righteouſneſs. Were men habi- 
tually perſuaded that divine puniſhments immediate 
ly follow transgresſions of the divine laws, & that, 
as Certainly as the latter were committed , the for- 
mer would be inflicted even in the prefent life, this 
conſideration could not fail to have a very powerful 
influence to deter men from Sin, & to ſtop the 
headlong career of even the moſt thoughtleſs , & 
obſtinate. *** 


penal afflictions, ſo, on the other , even theſe will 
yot be always eſfectual to ioſtrut mankind tn that 


Text, is, that the - judgments of God are, in | 
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eee 

from producing the effects of reformation is, that 
men conſider them not as indications of the aivine 
_ diſpleaſure, Nor, indeed, can it be aſſerted, with 
any grounds either from reaſon, from ſcripture, or 
from experience, that the judgments.of God, in ei- 
ther of the ſenſes above eſtabliſhed, are always the 
immediate conſequences of a violation" of his Laws, 
_ + Reaſon, indeed, dictates that it would be incons 
Giſtent with the goodneſs & juſtice of the Deity to 
doom, to final:miſery, creatures perfectly innocent, 
But, that Innocence itſelf ſhould never be ſubject 0 
any degree of pain, or that ſuffering ſhould never 
be employed as a means of increaſing felicity is not 
deducible from any attribute of the divine nature 
It is impoſſible to conceive hom Beings endowed 
with our conſtitution, & placed in our circumſtan- 
ces, though free ſrom moral depravity, could be 
exempted from all uneaſineſs, & diſtreſs, without 
a continual miracle exerted, in their behalf, by the 
coccaſional ſuſpenſion of thoſe general laws of nature, 
on which the order, the harmony, & the happl» 
neſs of the univerſe depend. If the general conſti- 
tution of this world be good & ſalutary, the wis- 
dom, as well as the goodneſs, of God prevent his 
interpoſing, in a'miraculous manner, in order to de- 
liver his creatures, even on the ſuppoſition of their 
complete innocence, from the natural inconvenien- 
ces of their preſent ſituation. We know that ſome 
of the nobleſt & moſt beneficial virtues of human 
nature are exerciſed & diſplayed midſt the terrors 
of danger, the perplexities of difficulty, & the an- 
_ of diſtreſs. From the concluſions of reaſons 
then, 
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( 13 3 | 
then ; we e re rags gull ae 
their - mien arte in 
world. 


The old Teſtament furniſhes, indeed, abundance 
of examples of the Deity's puniſhing tranſgreſſion in 
an extraordinary & poſitive manner; but it has no 
where declared that all the evils & calamities, with 


which God is pleaſed to viſit mankind, are deſigned, 


& ought to be conſidered, as ſpecial; puniſhments, 


On the contrary , it expreſſly. informs us bat a 


things come alike jo all men, that ibers is one event 
to the righteous & 10 the unclean, to him who ſacri- 
ficeth, & to him. who ſacrificeth not; that, as is the 
godly, ſo is alſo the finner , that. he who ſweareth, 
is as he who feareth an-oath; *.& that frequently the 
wicked proſper. in this world while th juſt are op- 
preſſed hy injuſtice, & overwhelmed by fortune. 
Whenever Revelation mentions temporal calamities 
as the puniſhments of Vice, it is obſervable that 
care is always taken to give men an opportunity of 
reaping the benefit of ſuch examples either by a pre · 


vious denunciation of threatenings, or by ſpecifying 


the crimes which ſuch calamitous events were in- 
tended to chaſtiſe, or by pointing out the ſuperna- 
tural manner in which they were accompliſhed. 
What more deciſive. on this head than the declara- 
tion of our Saviour himſelf? Jeſus, paſing by, ſaw 
a man who was blind from bis birth. . And his Dis- 


ciples aſked him ſaying , maſter ! who did fin, this 


Man, 
Eceleſ. wx. 9. 
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man, of h parents; that Be wd born Bü, 'f 
Jus anſcored, neither this man fim, nor his 
rents; but that the works of God ſhould be made # 
be leroy HOC OR. enn EN 
Renaſon & feripture, hen openly declare ag 
our confident common exits e 
doubted evidenees of the divine diſpleaſure aghit 
thoſe particular perſons to whoſe” lot they f 
Shall we proceed to conſult experience on this th 
ter? Its teſtimony, as it is-confotmible to wein 
is alſd no leſs explicit. The fact is Palpable; nate 
iy, that, while the /n ri/eth , & ibe rain det 
teth on the eviii, as well as on the good \, diftr 
& misfortune equally befal men of all chira@ad 
& frequently the "beſt ſuffer under the h 
presſures, while the worſt not only eſcape « 
tiſement, but paſs « length of days in unditturde 
proſperity. It is this very inequality, ſo conſt 
cuous in the diftribution of temporal good & evil 
-on which we found our expeRations of a futu 
Nate of rewards & puniſhments, from which we 
conclude the neceſſity of a final judgment, fro 
which we prove this world to be only a ſtate d 
trial, but the next of rettibution. 

Pardon me, my Brethren ! for having dwelt | 
* on this article. The importance of the ſubſel 
was my motive. Tow many think themſelves & 
titled to conclude & affirm that all the misfortune 
of their neighbours are to be conſidered as ſo mat 
ne pee, dee me by 


hes 


John. Ix. 1. 8. 3. 
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desven, on account of ſome criminal action, fond 
blemiſh of character, or ſome latent wickedneſs or 
heart. While they have; thus, the eruelty to add 
niiction to the aſflicted, they have alſo the preſump. 
tion to direct, according to their pleafure, che vin- 


ted from the calamities to which others are fub- 
ected, they are the peculiar favourites of the moſt 
High. How abſurd & impertinent; how malicious 
& cruel, how preſumptuous & heaven-daring is this 
ſentiment! Fatal are its conſequences to Religion, 
which it converts into ſpiritual: pride, & inſdlent 
ſelf. righteouſneſs; to charity, which ft cruſhes in 
the bud ; to ſociety; "which it Uiſturbs'& emdit⸗ 
ter! e 

But, though we are, by no means, dirckiltel 
to pronounce all the evils & calamities, which be- 
fal mankind in this world, tb be evidences of the 
divine indignation, &, though, in matiy inſtances , 
it would be the height of cruelty & prefuryption , 
to interpret them in this manner; yet, from ſome of 
theſe diſperiſations, we are ſufficiently authoriſed to 
draw this concluſion”; &, from all of them, may 
receive much uſtful & Wlid inſtriition in right. 
eouſneſs, Although ie wold be raſh, in the high- 
est degree, & wicked to maintain that every man 
who had been reduced to poverty, every city that 
had been depopulated, every province that had 
deen laid waſte by earthquakes ; or inundations, 
by famine, peſtilence, or the ſword, had fallen by 


the divine vengeance, yet, jt would be agreeable to 


dierive diſpenſations of heaven , & the" vanity to 
imagine that, becauſe * they themſelves are exemp - 


rea- 


of” = Sv <a, 
* 1 * 2 


f 

reaſon , & to the dictates of enlightened piety, #0 
repreſent , as objects of the diſpleaſure & indignss 
tion of heaven, an individual who had conſumed 

his fortune by profuſion & extravagance, had har 
tened his Jife or rendered it ſingularly unhappy by 
intempetance & debauehery. or ' ignominioualy 
forfeited it by his violations of the laws of civil-ſq- 
ciety; a city, a nation, a ſtate whoſe wealth, Com 
merce, & credit were annihilated by the decay g 
induſtry, by the immoderate & bound! increaſe of 
luxury & expence, by a general i; ce to the 
public intereſt, whoſe vigour, power, & Juſtre 
were deſtroyed by a long & obſtinate contiouzne 
of internal animoſities, dilſenſions ; & all the rag 
of party diſplayed in its utmoſt virulence, & c 
ried even to infatuation 3 whoſe domeſtic police had 
given way to the wildeſt diſorder , & moſt tumul- 
tuous anarchy , while all ſenſe of ES 

was effaced in the minds of the people. 

Every man in his ſenſes mult, know has 
gour of body can withſtand the conſumptive 112 
of debauchery, no eſtare , however opulent, cn 
reſiſt immoderate & diſproportioned expence, & the 
waſting hand of prodigality, & no power or influence, 
however great, can long proſper or ſubſiſt by 
fraud, by violence, & oppreſſion. If the ſpirit on 
the political conſtitution is extinguiſhed in the 
breaſts both of Rulers, & People, if all concern for 
the public welfare is gone, & has given place to 
the moſt ſordid & rapacious ſelfiſhneſs ; if office & 
influence are uſed , not as means of protecting the 
public liberty , but of ſatisfying private ambition, 
a a 5 & 
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ting the grund intereſts of the community, but of 
diverting, into partial channels, the produce of the 
common energy if thoſe, who are out of place exert / 
themſelves to embarraſs the counſels, & to weaken 


lic adminiſtration , to diſappoint their wiſeſt mea · 
ſures, & to diſcredit their beſt concerted ſchemes; 


ſordid br tyrannical paſſions of which they ſo much 
foreign faſhions, & foreign commodities are capri 


cuſtoms of their own country, & domeſtic nianu- 
factures are thereby neglected & diſcouraged , & to 
appear plain & ſimple in furniture, dreſs, & equi- 
page is eſteemed more diſhonourable than not to 
pay juſt & legal debts 3 if it is deemed worthy of 


ming, the fortune which ſhould maintain a family, 
or be employed in acts of public or private benefi- 
cence 3 if the people are genetally inclined to mur- 


every calumny invented to their difadvantage , 

Indulge in ſloth-&-indolence, & to defraud the #4 
rit clic by witholding , or unfairly paying, their juſt 
the contribution to its ſupport 3 if, in fine, all confi- 


rn for dence is deſtroyed between the ſovereign & the ſub- 


xce to ect, the magiſtrate & the people, in ſo much that, 
ice & inſtead of conſidering themſelves as connected by the 
g the ſtrongeſt bonds of common intereſt, they mutually 
tion, vie each other with the eyes of hoſtility , & mad- 


K p | B ly - 


i: of att Gate; not of ptotid- · 


the efforts of thoſe who are entruſted with the pub- 


merely to exalt themſelves, & to gratify the ſame - 
complain; if, among perſons of rank & fortune, 
ciouſly & fooliſhly preferred to the productions & 


the character of a gentleman to ſquander, in ga- 


mur againſt their ſuperiours; to credit & nay 
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Ty where their welfare & their fry in esch others 
Humiliation, detriment, & overthrow; ==» if all chi 
taxes place in any ſtate, every man muſt be ſeuſ - 
ble that, whatever be the excellence of its confti. 
tution, it cannot long ſubſiſt, much - leſs" retrieve 
deſaſters, or recover decayed ſplendor & power. 
As theſe private, & public calamities are the na. 
tural, the conſtant, & the neceſſary effects of the 
private & public vices above enumerated ; ſo, it 
may, with the greateſt propriety, be ſaid that they 
are penal judgments decreed by God's juſtice, & in- 
flicted by his power. With regard to nations, 
eſpecially, there is one obſervation that merits par- 
ticular attention; namely, that the divine juſtice is 
peculiarly intereſted in the preſent diſtribution d 
conſpicuous 'rewards & punifhments to civil com- 
munities. On the great theatres of political action, 
Virtue or Vice are both moſt eminently diſplayed, 
& have a peculiar & permanent influence on the 
- Happineſs of mankind, It is neceſſary, therefore, 
that the rewards of the former, & the puniſhments 
of the latter ſhould be marked in a more diſtin- 
guiſhed manner, The characteriſtical diſtinction af 
nations ſubſiſts only in the preſent world; in the 
next, there will be neither Greek nor Few, Barba: 
rian, Scythian , bond nor free; tongues, kindreds, & 
nations will be na more; the bleſſed & the repro- 
bate will conſtitute the only claſſes & dinſtinctions. 
If the divine government is to be manifeſted, with 
regard to political communities, which ſeems ſtill 
-more neceſſary than with regard to individuals, the 
ſanctions of the divine Laws muſt be executed in the 
| pe 
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preſent ſtate of things, © That they ve aftully * 
executed, in an invariable manner, on ſtates & na- 


tions, the "hiſtory of mankind ſufficiently evinces. 


Corruption of manners, civil diſſenſions, the inexo» 
rable inveteracy of party · ſpirit, & boundleſs ambi- 


tion have conſtamiiy produced the ſubverſion of po- 


litical communities; while the contrary virtues have 
eſtabliſhed, & preſerved the 2 their power, 
their ſplendor, & their hap 

But, my Brethren, if the 555 6 & miſe» 


ry, the prosperity & decay both of individuals, 


& of communities be ſo immediately depen- 
dent on their virtues and vices, what moral les- 
ſon is to be drawn from this important truth ? what, 


but this? — that, if we wiſh well to ourſelves, to 


our families, 20 our friends; or to our country, we 
ought inſtantly, & earneſtly to begin the reforma · 
tion of whatever is vicious in our hearts & lives, 
to repent ſincerely of our Sins, to for/ake our doings 


which have not been good, to practiſe righteouſneſs , 


which is the only foundation of folid & permanent 
proſperity, to return to the Lord whoſe bleſſing 


alone maketh rich, & addeib no ſorrow, 'whoſe fas 


vour, obtainable only by a courſe of faith , piety, 


& virtue, is life, yea better than life. We ought * 


to conſider the Deity as exerciſing a moral govern- 


ment over this world, & ourſelves, the ſubjects of 
that government, as bound by the laws he hath 


enacted, & ſubject to the ſanctions which he hath 
annexed to them. We ought always to recur to 
him as the ultimate cauſe of every effect as holding, 
in his hand, the whole chain of occurrences & 

_—_ > events, 


? 


I ow ( 20 
events, of which,, though they naturally produced 
eech other in ſucceſſion, he is to be regarded 88 
the author, & ſupreme director. Notwithſtanding 
his decrees are eternal, ſtill the ineonveniences re- 
ſultipg from wickedneſs, in whatever period of his 
adminiſtration , are to be accounted: the. juſt pu- 
niſhments which he inflicts. It follows, as à cer- 
tain & uncontrovertible concluſion, that ſovereigus 
& magiſtrates are ſacredly bound to encourage, to 
protect, & advance, among thoſe whom they go- 
vern & direct, the comprehenſion, & the practice 
of pure & undefiled religion, the cultivation of 
univerſal virtue ,, & the diffuſion of knowledge, 
Ignorance & prejudice are the great obſtructers of 
national improvement; while genuine & ſubſtantial 
knowledge is the firmeſt ſupport of legal authori- 
ty, the ſureſt ſafeguard of order, & peace, & the 
moſt certain pledge of dutiful ſubmiſſion to Law, 
& of the conſtitutional adminiſtration of it. A peo» 
ple, accuſtomed to free enquiry, to the calm & 
ſteady inveſtigation of truth, & to that impartial 
examination of it which ultimately leads to its dis- 
covery, will not be ſo. eaſily miſled. by the falſe 
lights of licentious & atheiſtical philoſophy, by the 
meteor glare of fanaticiſm, or by the ſepulchral 
lamp of ſuperſtition. Theſe are ſoon eclipſed by 
that bright & ſteady ſunſhine which reaſon , & 
pure religion diffuſe around, &, unfolding to man- 
kind; the true road of felicity, alſo enable them to 
purſue it. Let it never be ſaid that ignorance is the 
mother either of devotion , or of ſocial happineſs, 
or of any thing good & valuable to man. For one 
8 | in- 
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inſtance of benefit reſulting from ignorance an hun- 
dred others may be produced of its fatal conſequen- 


ces. Ignorance is the darkneſs: of night Which is as 


favorable to the approach of an enemy , as to our 


own concealment. Knowledge is the beneficent lighe 


of day, which diſcloſes the furrounditg objects, 
| inveſts them with their true colours, & enables us 
to purſue, er to fhun them as they may be uſeful, 


or pernicious. ' Ignorance is the condition of this 


obſcure}, & uncertain world. Knowledge is the 
bleſſed ſtate of heaven, where we (hal now e 
65 wwe are alſo inoun * © 

Thus, my Brethren, the corrective ſuꝑ ment. of 

God ſent abroad on the Earth, will have a tenden- 
cy to make its intiabitants learn righteouſneſs. But, 
even when no idea of puniſhment is to be connected 
with diſtreſs" & calamity , the 'evits & afflictions 
incident to human Hife, which I have alſo ſhewn, 
in the preceding part of this diſcourſe, to be com- 
prehended , in ſcripture, under the term judgment, 
- will , in general, have a happy influence on the 
moral character, & religious intereſts of mankind, 
Such diſpenſations awaken us to due reflection on the 
condition of humanity , humbte that exorbitant pride. 
to which man is fo groffly addicted, render us 
ſerious & ſobereminded , check the petulance of our 
paſſions, wean'our minds from the world, convince 
us of the. infirmity & dependence of our prefent 
ſtate, lead our ſouls td God on whom alone we can, 
firmly rely, foften our hearts to fympathy with our 
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neighbour's ſuſferings by exhibiting 10 us che. qe. 
mal lot to which human nature is expoſed & 
in fine, impreſs us with a deep ſenſe of this great 
truth — the moſt important that can be delivered 
| to mankind — that integrity & holineſs are the only 
7 — of ſalid comfort here below, & the only pledge 
through Chriſt of ſupreme happineſs above. The pyjls 
& afflictions of life, which befal ourſelves, inure us 
to diſappointment , & inſpire. us with patience; they 
teach us to ſet a due value on wordly poſſeſſions & 
enjoyments, & exerciſe our ſubmiſſion, & reſignas 
tion to God, our gratitude for paſt. favours, & our 
reliance on his promiſe. of future happineſs. The 
' miſery & deſtruction, eſpecially the ſudden miſery 
& deſtruction, of others lead us to reflect on the un- 
certainty of our own. condition even in the greateſt 
proſperity, ſhew us the danger of continuing in im 
penitence, of violating our--conſciences & of 
king our ſalvation for any temporal pleaſure or ad- 
vantage whatever. Are we not equally expoſed to 
the ſame accidents, calamities, & diſtreſſes ? Are 
we not formed of the ſame elay Do we not breathe 
the ſame air, & live on the ſame earth? Have 
not the fire, & the water; the tempeſt & the- 
lightning; the ſword & the peſtilence the ſame pow · 
er over us, as over our Brethren of men? Should 
their houſes , then, be overturned. by the eatth- 
quake, or the hurricane, or conſumed by the flame; 
ſhould their poſſeſſions or themſelves be ſwept 
away by the flood, or deſtroyed by the ſword; 
ſhould their perſons, their fortunes , their friends 
& families be involved in one common deſtruction; 


ſhould 
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ſhould many be-ſurpriſed by death, &, without "RY 
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ing time to cry for mercy, be carried before the tri- 
bunal of their almighty & omniſcient judge, & hur- 
ried into eternity, with the ſchemes of ambition, & 
wordly greatneſa, with the plans of vice & wicked 
peſs. in-their., heads , & the wages of iniquity in 
their hands j; Thould others remain only to lament 
the loſs of their wives & children, their parents & 
brethren, their friends & neighbours z.to be objects 
of a „ monuments of the fatal reverſes of 
fortune, of the natural equality of human kind, & 
dismal proofs. of what little value are riches, & 
titles, & birth ſhould. ſuch: things actually 
bappen , ſhould ſuch Judgments. be abroad in the 
earth;  ſbaH_ nos the inhabitanzs of the world learn 
righteouſneſs? In the midſt of ſuch awful & impres- 
ſive. ſcenes, can we continue as indifferent, uncon- 
D & ſecure, as if ſuch judgments were never 
ſent, or as if we were aſſured, by a. voice from 
heaven, that they would never be ſent to us ? Shall 
we not reflect on the precarious tenure we hold af 
life, & of all its enjoyments, ſhall we not, thence, 
be led to direct our views to the certain objects of 
eternity, & to think of making, for it, a due pre- 
paration, by repentance & amendment of life, by 
the dereliction of unlawful purſuits, & enjoyments 
merely temporal » & by the improvements of virtue 
& holineſs? Shall it not become our moſt anxious 
wiſh, & moſt earneſt care, that we may never be 
taken off our guard, but be found watching & ſo. 
zer, & that, though we ſhould be ſtripped of eve- 
ry other poſſeſſion, we may ſtill retain ons treaſure 
B 4 which 
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which is ſubje& to no corruption; & expoſed itn 
violence or fraud, that, if we ſhould'be ſeparate | 
from all that is molt dear i us bn Earth we 
ſtill retain he love of Chrift, from which" eis ben 
tribulation, nor diftreſs, nor per ſtcutioti, nor famine, 
nor nakedneſs , nor peril , nor fevord Thall ſe 
parate us; & that, if it ſhould pleaſe' God to infit 
theſe upon us, either in chaſtiſetnent , or in trial. 
he may not lay upon us more than we are able to 
bear, & direct his viſitations more by is mercys 
than by our merits, Such are the leſſons, fuck the 
important improvement in righteouſneſs to be deri 
ved from the judgments of God in the Bargh. Are 
not theſe judgments , my Brethren, actually, &, 
at this preſent moment, in the Earth ? Are they not 
at our doors, or impending over our heads? He. 
ving, now, illuſtrated the doctrine contained in the 
Text, diſſipated the clouds in which error or male» 
volence have involved it, & obtained that clear & 
ſteady light which rational religion never fails to at- 
ford, let us employ a few moments in ſurveying the 
ſtriking & eventful ſcenes which are opened on eve- 
ry fide of us, & gather the infirugion they are cab- 
culated to impreſs on our minds, 

IV. When Sennacherib, King of Aſſyria, encarii- 
ped againſt Jeruſalem, & blaſphemed the Lord'of 
Hoſts, the Lord ſent his deſtroyingangel who ſmote, 
in the camp of the Aſſyrians, an hundred, four- 
ſcore, & five thouſand men +. St. John, in che book 
of Revelations, beheld, & heard an angel flying 

« : | through 
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* the midſt of beaveh, ſaying with a toud 
voice; wo, wo, 200 10 the inhabiters Site Kam: 
When we caſt our eyes around us, or uttend to the 
recitals which we hear every day, does it not ap- 
pear that woes have deen proclaimed to the people 
of the earth, & that the deſtroying angel has been 
ſent forth to inflict them! What fcenes of blood & 
1 of ruin & devaſtatibn, bf impiety & wick 
edneſs, of every ſpecies o "miſery & horror are 
diſplayed on every ſide of us! Long have the 
fiends of war been let looſe to tavage & deſolate Eu- 
rope. Inſtead of ſtopping their deſtructive Career, 
they threaten to extend it ſtill farther, * The ſtron- 
geſt bands of 'Society are already _ 
over a conſiderable; pottiva of Chriſtendom, & 
the tendereſt charities of human nature, are viola- 
ted & trodden under foot ! The moſt atrocious prin- 
ciples, or rather the extinction of all ptinciple , are 
openly proclaimed , & propagated. © Irreligion, blas- 
phemy , & atheiſm eimer es the molt pope | 
lar proſeſſion among a nation ſo lately ptofeſfing the 
chriſtian name! What has beet ſo lately transacted 
among one of the moſt powerful & illuſtrious na- 
tions of Europe would , but a little while ago, 
have been held to be impoſſible, will hardly be 
credited by poſterity, & ſeems only to · be aſcribed 
to that infatuation which Scripture declares that 
the Deity fends on nations in his wrath f. A na- 
tion, boaſting itſelf the moſt civilized of Europe, 
has exhibited ſcenes of barbarity by which the moſt 
: ' 4 7 N 1 fe- 
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ferocious {yrages ould, deem. themſelves Ages 


—— barbarity, perpetrated. not by bands of lawleſs 
ruffigns,, but by the decrees of a body of men affip 


ming the name, exerciſing the character, of Legiſla- 
tors, & affecting to reform & 


the human 
ſpecies! Among a nation, valuing itſelf ones; Jove 
& affection to its ſovereigus, &-on the ſtrictneſs & 


regularity. of its police, one of the moſt beneſtcent 
Princes that ever ſwayed its. ſceptre, has been de- 


throned, & murdered ; his wretched family is wen- 
red with une rampled ervelty & the moſt fero - 
cious anarchy & the molt deſtructive conſuſion pre- 
vai. A nation, proud of its progreſs in art & ſcience, 


adopts & daily practiſes abſurdities that exfin- 


guiſh all underſtanding in man, &, with 2 pride 
& pteſumption equal only to its. fully, inculcates 
theſe on mankind , as the perfection of the moſt 
enlightened philofophy;! A nation, which had, at 
Liſt, become enamoured of liberty, is ſo completely 


It holds it to be fynonymous with the unbridled jor 
gulgence. of every paſſion ,, &, profaning the derm 


itfelf, by the daily repetition of it, fubmits to ades- 
potiſm the moſt horridle under which mankind ever 
groaned. The impious &- cruel rulers of this nu» 
tion, not content with having overwhelmed their 
own unhappy country, with every fpecies of cala- 
mity, not content with having involved it in boſti- 


y with all its neighbours, with baving excited a 
civil war in its bofom , with having detuged us 
fields & its ſtreets with the blood of thowfands of 


victims £crificed io cbeir fear, their erucity, or their 
It 
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revenge, with having depopulated & razed its citjes 


& expoſed, their. inhabitants. to the horrors of fa · 


mine, & ſoon, perhaps, of peſtilence , diſſolved all 
ſocial order , & extinguiſhed, in the breaſts of their 
country men, the principles ol juſtice, humanitya 
& religion — endeavour, &. openly profeſs, 0 
ſpread the ſame crimes, confuſion, & miſery through 
the other nations of Europe! The ptincipal powers 
of that diviſion, of the globe, oombined to oppoſe a 
mound to this ravaging torrent, have already eng- 
ged in one of the moſt bloody ſtruggles recorded in 
the annals of mankind. A ſhort, period of winter 
has ſuſpended haſtilities. The ſword i is again ready 
to ſtart from its ſcabbard; & a campaign, in all pro- 
bability more bloody than any that has preceded its 

or that hiſtory records, is on the eve of being open. 
ed — | Thouſands of our fellow men are doomed 


to deſtruction; thouſands of families doomed to de- 


plore the loſs of their neaxeſt relations thou- 
ſands of miſerable mortals to pine out their days, 
in want, in miſery, & ſortow! 

Never did Europe experience a more alarming cri- 


ſis, a criſis ſo big with awful conſequences. The 


minds of men are almoſt every where agitated by 2 
ſtrong fermentation which , whatever be its remote 
effects, may certainly produce immediate conſequen- 
ces of the moſt terrible kind, & overwhelm, with 
calamities, thoſe who are, at preſent, the moſt ſe- 
cure, & free from danger, "Theſe may indeed be 
prevented by ſome gracious interpoſition & direction 
of providence, if the ſins of mankind render not ne- 
ceſſary the ſevereſt diſpenſations ! 

| If 
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If theſe, my Brethren! are . 
Cod in the Barth, when did they ever exiſt — 
when has his arm been ever more confpicucuſly dis- 
played from the clouds of heaven , wielding the 
avenging ſword to impreſs, on the inhabitants of the 
world; the long forgotten leffons of righreouſne/; ? 
Theſe judgmems are not to be confounded with 
- Hurricanes, earthquakes; tempeſts, or inundations, 
which, although the calamities they occaſion be 
adapted to rouſe men to reflection, & ſerious me- 
ditation, ſpring not from their corruptions, nor have 
moral evil imprinted on every ſtep of their deſola» 
ting progreſs, The judgments, which now afflict 
mankind, can all be traced back to human depravi« 
ty in its moſt hideous forms, &, originating in 
corruption in the head, have been progreſſively ag» 
gravated by cotrtprion diffuſed through the whole 
body of 2 people. Never were the words of 
Ifaiah to the Jewiſh nation more applicable. From 
the ſole of the foot' even unto the head, there is no 
ſoundneſs in it; but wounds , &-bruifes , & putri. 
Hing ſores!* Moſt juſtly has the fovereign obſerved, 
in the mandate for this Faft, that we may aſk our» 
ſelves, if the times, in which we live, have not 
been appointed, in the councils of the Almighty, to. 
ſtretch his avenging hand over Princes & Nations? 
This is the obſervation of an enlightened & pious. 
Sovereign eagerly defirous that both thofe , who 
are inveſted with power, & thoſe, who are ſub» 
jected to it, may avail themſelves, for their reform 
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e 
tion, of the awfal leſſons that are now publiſhed to 
mankind. : In, conformity to the wiſe & pious prin- 
ciples of our ſupreme Rulers allow me briefly 
to mention theſe leſſons. — To princes, & gover- 
nours the leſſon is this — © Govern with mode- 
„ ration & wisdom let the public be the 
„ conſtant object of your meaſures & purſi 
„ ſuppreſs every deſire of perverting the powet 
„ committed to you to the purpoſes of private inte- 
„ reſt or ambition — let the people be dear to 
»» you as your on children — let their rights be 
„ ſacred, their liberty uninfringed, their proſpe- 
„ Tity aſſiduouſly promoted. Remember that, the 
„Lord who doth according to his will in the armies 
1» of heaven, & among the inhabitants of the Earth, 
„will call you to give an account of your adminis- 
„ tration, Conſider what an awful inſtance has 
» lately been exhibited of the greateſt power & 
„ ſplendor ſuddenly precipitated into the abyſs of 
» degradation & diſtreſs, Reform , with prudence 
»» & temper, defects & abuſes that may have gra- 
„ dually crept into the conſtitution or adminiſtra» 
»» tion of the ſtate 3 & never allow them to ſubſiſt 
„ till violent remedies ſeem deſireable!” ® 

To the people the leſſon runs thus. Beware of 
„ revolutions in government, especially of ſudden 
„ & violent changes. Beware leſt, inſtead of a few. 
„ inconveniences of which you now complain, you 
»» draw upon yourſelves an intolerable load of un- 
„ ceaſing calamities. Guard againſt the inflamma- 
„„ tory addreſſes of inſidious demagogues who rouſe 
» your —— in order to _ you to deſtruftion, 
„ & 


. 
— — — _—_ - 
: — 
wy I — — 


- < 
* 
. 
* 
1 * 


"Y 


F « 
: * 
1 1 8 
f J „ do, 
1 9 

he | - 
" — . a. — — —— — — 
—— — — — — — ene A —— 


— 


— 
5 « 
- * 


— — 
— 


— 


1 
—— —— — — 


— — — 


| 35 & th t en dg the bibo lcifivmenis br chelt 


5 monly gain leaſt by every innovation. To their 
23 ſhare the dangers, or the diſtreſſes principally fall; 
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+» to all, & terminates in the ſubjugation of the r 
T 
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f 

„ principles of liberty both civil & religious, & ad- ll | 

| | 
{ 


„of heaven; acquieſce chearfully in the empire of 
„ law, & ſubmit, with dutiful-obedience, to that 


„ — his life, his religion, his property, his liber- 
»» iy, his family, & all his tendereſt connections. 


035 


„ on ambition, They promfſe you proſperity & I » 
„ happineſs; but lead you blindfold to ruin & mi- 

» ſery. The lower claſſes, whom ſuch men chiefy I t 
+» deceive” & employ to their dn purpoſeb, com- t! 


„ the fruits of profit & Honour are gathered by 
„ others. Popular commotions introduce general 
„ confuſiom & anarchy; anarchy is preſent miſery 


„ whole ſocial body, & the tyranny of one or -a 
„ few. When you have the happineſs to live un» 
„ der à conſtitution of government founded on the 


» miniſtered, with'mildneſs & moderation, cheriſh 
„ the enjoyment as one of the moſt precious gifts 


„ legal authority, which is the fafeguard & ſecu- 
„ rity of all that is moſt dear to man upon earth, 


„But, above all, read, & ſtudy, & learn, in the 
„ horrible example of France, that Religion is the 
35 grand bond of ſocial union, the foundation of all 
„ virtue, the ſource of all happineſs among men; 
„ that, when men abandon God & his worſhip, he 
„ abandons them to the blindneſs & corruption of 
„ their hearts, &, when they abjure & blas- 
„ pheme their heavenly father, they become the 
„ boudmen & the faves of the author of all wicked 

25 neſs, 


eſt 
& 
i= 
fly 
m- 
Ir 
ls 
dy 
al 
ry 
ne 
L 
» 
= 
d 
h 
1s 
＋ 
it 
lo 
9» 
S 
h 
e 
© 

; 
J 

g 

| 


\ 


c 31 5 


„ neſs, that jnfernal Win abyſs works they 4. * d 


„ whoſe torments they muſt ſuffer““ 


Nor are the odginens of Gol vihpr un hubs | 


tant leſſon to the Clergy, ' They exhort them, with 
the moſt impreſſive voice, to exert their utmoſt dili- 


* gence & activity to guard, againſt the contagioh of | 


impiety & vice, thoſe who are committed to their 
paſtoral care, They warn them to try, by the 


ſtandard of reaſon & of the holy Scriptures, the . 


doctrines which they inculcate & enforce on the peo 


ple, to ſee whether they be really of God, & not to 


render the commandment of none ee by the tradi- 
tions of men. They exhibit, to them, in the moſt 
ſtriking colours, infidelity & Atheiſm engendered 
by corrupted Chriſtianity , & now employed, with 
parricide hands, in deſtroying their parent. &, as 


they declare, on the one hand, z#hat the counſel of 


God cannot be overthrown, & that the Gates of bell 


ſhall never prevail againſt the church of Chriſt , 

ſo, they proclaim, on the other, that zhe counſel, 
& the work f of men, which are inconſiſtent with 
the one, & adverſe to the other, will inaily come 


to nought, They admoniſh them, in fine, to con · 
ſider whether much of the impiety & profligacy 
of the age is not occaſioned by. their indifference & 
negligence, to reflect that, if the ſalt has loft its ſa · 
vour , the corruption of the whole maſs is ine vita- 
ble, & to tremble for the awful account they muſt 
give, if, by their ignorance or perverſion of the doc- 


trines of their great Nie or by their negligent 


dis- 
* Math, v. 6. f Ads v. 3. 
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it evil ſpoken of, & the ſon 1 ane 

& pit to-open ame tft 
Theſe, my Brethren ! theſs oe KY Ariving "i 
ſong conveyed to Sovereigns & ſubjects, to Clergy & 
people, to high & low, to rich & poor — to all 
claſſes & denominations. of men, by the Judgments 
of God, at preſent abroad in the Earth. If theſe are 
the leſſons, which the Almighty teacher intends:todes 
liver to mankind by theſe awful diſpenſations (& that 
theſe are really the inferences to be drawn from the 
preſent criſis of Europe every perſon of impartial 
judgment will readily grant) it follows that all, who 
refuſe to liſten to his inſtructions, whether by indul- 
givg the ſuggeſtions of crooked & tyrannical policy, 
or by exciting.confuſion -& tumult in the world, 
will be found to contend with God, & to ſtrive with 
their maker. Iden the heathen rage, & the peo- 
ple imagine à vain thing; when the kings of the 
earth & the rulers take counſe] together, againſt the 
Lord, & againſt his anointed, ſaying let us break 
their bands 'aſunder, & ca their cords from us: 
He, that fitteth in the heavens ſhall laugh : the 
Lord [hall have them in derifion, He ſhall ſpeak to 
them in his wrath, & ver them in his ſore diſplea- 
ſure. He ſhall break them with a rod of iron, & 
daſh them in pieces as a porters veſſe ! 
But, leaving the reſt of mankind to improve, by 
the divine judgments, as they may, let us turn our 
e. yes 
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1 Bu upon ourſelues, & free whether we have 4 
J either been ſuſſicientiy ſtruck with theſe aw - 
ful viſitations, or _ ns EPS 
they preſeribe, 18 
The judgnients of God, ay! andern deve ann 
11 (elivered to us in a manner Which ought to impress 
„our minds as much with gratitude fur his 
& mercy, as with dread of his juſtice & power. 
is now little more than à year ſince the enemy in- 
vaded our territory, occupied, in a ſhort ſpace of time, 
ſome of our fortiſied towns» beſieged others, & 
threatened to penetrate into the heart of our country. 
With what angiety, were we then agitated, with 
what cunſtermmtion were we ſtruek l Every morning 
when we roſe, we dreaded o hear the intelligence 
that ſhould be announced, &, at night, reclined 
ourſelves to teſt under the diſtreſſing apptehenſion 
that, when . we. apened again our eyes, we might 
learn that we were the ſubjects of 2 ſavage enemy. 
With what fervour did we ſupplicate: the Almighty 
to deliver us from this danger which was ſo terrible, 
& imminent! If the enemy bad ſucceeded, hot only 
the independjivce & liberty of the republic had been 
for ever annihilated, but the fortune of every indi- 
vidual , without. diſtinction, would have been ex- 
poſed to inſatiable rapine , while: his life was ſub- 
je& to the ſentence of arbitrary power, or to the 
ſtab of the ruffiap. For, the object of the invaders 
was not conqueſt, but plunder , not power & glory. 
but the ſubverſion of every principle eſtabliſhed , & 
hitherto held ſacred among chriſtians. AN che evils, 
which now overwhelm France , would have been 
C Fl 
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tet looſe upon us; wich a fury c 
foreign conqueſt. /Pritigþe be is d are pte be 
. would, at this moment, have ſurvived; while our 

wives, & children, & neareſt relations would either 
have ſhared our miſerable fate, or have been re- 
ſerved to one ſtill more miſerable, expoſed to begs 
gary to cruel inſult; & to every form of diſtreſs. Our 
danger „ 
in our moſt gloomy moments! - eb 

We ſupplicated God for ee he heard 
dur fervent prayers ; he removed our enemies & our 
fears, in a manner, which I will not call miracu- 
lous, becauſe our deliverance was accompliſhed 
by a chain of natural events, but which was ſpeedy, 
effectual, & complete not only beyond our moſt 
ſanguine expectations, but even beyond our con- 
ception, & which ought, therefore, to im- 
preſs us with everlaſting gratitude to the rock . of 
our Salvation, to the God of our firength, * & 
induce us, as the beſt teſtimony of it, to return 
to his ſtatutes, & to amend our hearts & lives. 

But, have theſe bleſſed effects reſylted, my Bre- 
thren, either from the danger to which we were 
expoſed, or from the deliverance ſo graciouſly af- 
forded us? I confeſs that the flame of piety & de- 
-votion ſeemed to burn in our ſouls for ſome time 
after we had been ſnatched from the teeth of the 
deſtroyer, - Our churches were crouded with wor- 
ſhippers who offered up, to their Almighty preſer- 
ver, the tribute of praiſe & thanksgiving, & the 
devotion of a penitent & ROY hear. But, 
how 
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how ſoon were theſe pious & virtuous 1 
how ſoon did the religious impreſſions begin to lan- 
guiſh, till they again relapſed into lukewarmneſs 
&lindifference! Leſt it f hould be ſuggeſted, however, 
that the fervour of affection muſt; from its very - 
rature, ſoon ſubſide ,; & allom the Soul to return 
to its uſual condition. — it might, at leaſt. have 
been expected that the impreſſions, we had received 


would have introduced, into that condition, the = 


calmer reſplutions of reformation of heart & life, & 
that our general conduct would have evinced that 
they were effactual. But, is there- any ground. for 


aſſerting! that this has been the caſe? The prophet 


Iſaiah exhorts Le: the wicked forſake his way, & 
the unrighteous man his thoughts; & let bim return 
uno the Lord & be will have mercy upon bim, & 
to cur God, for be will abundantly pardon. * Even 
before we had complied with theſe conditions, the 
Lord had memy upon us, &, if he bas not yet 
pardoned, which he cannot da, till we have repen- 
ted, & returned umto him, he has yet accompliſhed 
for us a deliverance, as great as any he accompliſhed 
for his ancient people. But, has the wicked get for 

ſaten his way, or the unrigbteous man bis thoughts Þ 
What evidences can be produced of any reformation, 
among this people? Has any avaricious man relin - 
quiſhed his love of money? any voluptuary, his 
pleaſures Z any ambitious man, his inſatiable thirft 
of power & preeminenceꝰ any unjuſt and fraudulent 
wan bis illicit gains ? Have the cunvivg & _ 
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unn tht hut mens Have de unbulent 
the fackious, & the febelnous pufteh with” t 
Tpifit of party, & Alf their deſtructive Ichetnes 
the vain, the fou, the fle thrown an 
Hheir H6fphd & child ämüfementö, devoted them 
ſelves to one "ſefbits "Put; & confiaeres th | 
God bas ſent wem ito" this" wolle to contributi 
their portion to ns Beneſſt, & nor de Waſte u 
time, & to ſcquatder they ſubſtanee in folly ach TY 
Dpatior ? Has the Ifidet been converted, the prouti 
humbled, the fordid "weaned from de word; 
the Yar bern reconthied to truth ; the ſwearer b 
impreſſed with reverence for-God) the uncha 
Imbibed the ſpifit'6f chriſtian denevolence, the n 
'Hignitit & cruel been ſoftened to humarity? No 
my Brothfen ;'2s the ſcoffers foretold by Sr. Peter if 
Who, in order to deſtroy the expettaton of the ſe 
c6hd coming of Chriſt, ſaid that, Nur nbe father 
Fell aſteep, all things cominued ut thoy were from the 
beginning, ſo, wien us, all thingy continue in the 
Fame unreformed & uppromiſing Nate,” The ſame vie 
cious paſſions & pirfuits ;' the ſite vanity & folly 
& ertor, & prejudice prevail , nor is there any pro 
bable proſpect of their removal. The good & pious 
few , who , acknowledging that h Lord & Sa- 
Viour has the wordt of eternal life , hive reſolved 
— ta 
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to adhere cloſely to him, to cultivme His teirpery 
& to live according to big precepts, are cvnremed = 
to wall wih God iti ſilentu tu deplore the fits which = 
they cannot corrett, & to mourn ber thar genertt 
deptavity which neithef the divine judgments | cu 
frike, nor the divine mercy cm affect & mt 
 Unhappily; my Brettiten, the grester pitt of us | 
is commonly in extreme. We arementremes with | 
regard to religion in extremes. with iregitd edipor 
litics — in extremes with regard to the daily c 
duct of life; & theſe extremes are equulſy removed 
from wvisdom, & Vinut. . Wezeirextenms  . 
with reguürd to religion, While ſome ate ſo bigotted 
to their dun religious opinions, or 1 fuperſtitious 
in their practices, that they declare thefe to be the 
faith ones detur uu v0 the du, & the only firs 
vice Which Ged 'will teceive, & condenm, with 
unrelenting rigour, alt who differ from them; 
others are careleſs about every thing that has obtai- 
ned the name of religion, &, if they: comply, at 
times, with its external etremonies j their underſtan- 
dings ate neither convinced by its doctrines, nor 
their hearts influenced by its precepts We are in 
extremes with regard to pdlirics. '- While fome 
maintain the moſt oppreſſive principles, & are ini- 
mical- to the rights & liberties of ind 3 others 
cheriſh a ſpirit of turbulence & anarchy, &, under 
the fair guſe of liberty & right, overturn the foun» 
dations of civil ſociety; & undermine: the-piliars of 
all legal authority. They forget tlum integrity of 

W heart, purity of morals, & equity of conduct are 
e eſſential conſtituents of freedom; & confo md, 
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tous paſſions. — We are in extremes with regard 
to the daily conduct af life. While ſome place alk 
virtue in unſocial auſterity, & ſullen gloom, & con- 
fider , as criminal, the moſt-innocent amuſements & 
recreations ; others endeavour to ſhew their libera« 
 liry'of ſentiment by trampling on all regard for de- 
eeney, & regularity of conduct; indulge in -uncon+ 
trouled libertiniſm, & wallow in the vileſt ſenſuality. 
Among theſe laft ; all the frivolity,- & unprincipled 
eence of that very nation, whoſe: example ought | 
chiefly to deter them, are fondly imitated & prac- 
tiſed —— thoſe tender conjugal ties, the ſanctity of 
which is the fureſt pledge of purity of morals, & of 
national happineſs, are wantonly broken, &, while 
domeſtic felicity is ſtabbed to the heart, the peſti 
lential contagion of vice is ſecretly ſpread a Ron 
through the whole community! ——  , 

Let us draw the veil, my Athene & — 
no further an examination which redounds to our 
disgrace, & muſt terminate in our condemnation, 
Cet us humble ourſelves in the duſt, & confeſs, bo- 
fore an omniſcient God, that there 5s no ſoundneſs 
in us, & that if he ſhould lay ju/tice. to the line , 
& righteouſneſs to the plummet, ' we could not answer 
him for ane transgreſion of a thouſand*. Let each 
of us reſolve: that, if he has done iniquity , he wilt 
do fo no more. Let us amend our ways & our doings 
which have: nut been good —— & pray the ſearcher 
of hearts that he would create @ clean heart & ro- 

| neu 
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vine influences, out exroneous opinions, correct out 5 * wh EM 

vicious propenſities, & form our whole lives to obe- W oo 

dience to his Laws. O5 that man were wiſe, & | | © © 

conſidered rheir latter end, * conſidered how vain & ingʒʒg—ꝛ ©. 
| = 


ſignificant are all wordly poſſeſſions , bo fatal & 
poiſonous are all vicious pleaſures, how ſoon both 

muſt terminate, & be ſucceeded by an awful un- _— 
changeable ſtat2 ! Then, while the final-deſtination © | 
of their Being, the grand objects of Religion were 1 
the grand objects of their views & purſuits, he "xy 
would take her dictates for the conſtant di- © 
rectors of their conduct, &, whether they acted 

in a private , Or in a public, capacity, diſcover, for | 
them, an unvarying regard. Let ſuch views, ſuch | AA 
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impreſſions , ſuch reſolutions be ours-at preſent, "5, 
that, in future, our refoycing may be this , the 2 1 
teſtimony of our conſciences , that , in ſimplicity , & FA ; 
godly ſincerity „ we have had our converſation in : 2 


the world:** " Then though the "Earth ſhould be re- 
moved, & the mountains carried in the midſt of 
the ſea , though the waters thereof roar, & be trou- 
ted, & though the, hills ſhake with the ſwelling © 
thereof we need not be afaid d. Though the fs 
tree ſhould not bloſſom , neither ſhould fruit te in 
the vine, though the labour of the olive ſhould fail, 
& the fields yield no meat, though the flock ſhould 
be cut of from the fold, & there ſhould be no herd 3s 
in the flalls; yet , might we rejoice in the Lord, & 
85 jeg 
® Ps. Ll. 10. } Deuter. Xu. 29. 
** 2 Cor. 1. 132. F Ps, XI VI. 3, + 
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foy nn e Gade 
* cur veſuze & uur gran, &. S 0055 þ | 
help in cb dag of ,,õů © 73:1v14,- 118 
_ - May God granc het wWhut has boch (aid may g 

r 
Sing reſulutions 1 May you , in fine, depare om! 
moral character, & the divine Wife; tniydGed buns 
dantly cheriſh theſe with his grace, enable dum 
ductive of the rich & ſulutavy frults h m 
virtuous life. Thus, an his faſt be ſueh l 
Lord hath choſen, honourable co his holy nume, & 
profitable to our ſouls —— May it be ſuch to us, & 
do all che inhabitants of it eſe Lande l To the Father, 
Son nohy Ghoſt, de glory, deminion , 
nee, & rere a3 3. 7x 
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